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research work, information is obtained and analysed, new
concepts are found out or existing concepts verified or
modified. Sometimes, new relationships are also esta-
blished.

Whether in pure or applied research, the goals may
be different, techniques adopted may be varied, but the
ultimate object of research is the same. "The diligent in-
vestigation of some field of knowledge in an effort to
arrive at new information or a fresh interpretation of
known truth. It may be abstract or practical, but whatever,
the end product may be, the investigation is primarily con-
cerned with discovery and demonstration of truth."4

Research, thus is a creative activity which is entirely
dependent on the ability of researcher gather information
and infer new ideas from a given phenomenon. The prime
objective of research is to generate first hand knowledge
and extend it. "The researcher's academic knowledge is
essential ; creative thinking, patience, perseverance and
curiosity shape his research."5

Research activity may broadly be divided into pure
and applied research. Pure research deals with the dis-
covery of fundamental laws or derivation of theoretical
knowledge whereas, applied research generally deals with
the development of new technique, new method, new
design or new product which is of practical use. But
theoretical knowledge is the basis for the development of
new product, process or methodology. Fundamental re-
search, therefore, is the source from which extended appli-
cations are likely to emerge. Unless one is in forefront of
the fundamental work, it is hardly possible to make any
contribution to applied fields.

As is known, Science is nothing but the knowledge
gained through scientific method of investigation, which
has two functions : It enables us to know about things and
it enables us to do things. As Ziman stated : "Science is
taken to mean the art of knowing. It is almost the same as
research which means the accumulation of knowledge by
systematic observation, deliberate experiment and rational